
 

241 S FRONT ST        P.O. BOX 430        DOWAGIAC, MI 49047        P 269/782-2195      F 269/782-1838      

ww.cityofdowagiac.com 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
June 8, 2018 

 

 

Mayor Donald D. Lyons 

City Council Members 

 

Dear Mayor Lyons and City Council Members:  

 

Next meeting:  Council 06-11-18, 7:00 PM 

 

The following report has been prepared to provide you with an update on current issues or 

projects in progress:  

 

Department of Public Service    

DPS Director Chad Tyrakowski reports on current 

projects.  Heavy spring rains have caused a few small 

sink-holes.  Each is being investigating for 

determining/alleviating the cause.  Issues on West 

Railroad and Michigan have both been addressed.        

A larger hole on Rudy Road near a storm water inlet 

required replacing a block and the resealing of the 

basin.  A depression on the corner of Pokagon and       

S. Lowe, also near a storm water manhole, and one on 

Woodhouse Drive, will also be investigated.  

 

Matt continues charging, testing, and repairing 

irrigation systems.  All systems are now running, with 

only a few heads still in need of repair and/or adjustment.  Along with more brush collection, 

crews spent time trimming trees.  Summer help continues working the various planting beds. 

 

The street crew continues making their way through town with the sweeper.  2018 paving is 

now projected for the week of the 18th; however, this may be pushed back further should the 

forecast rain materialize over the coming week. 

 

Power, Water, & Sewer 

Kevin and Chad attended the IMMDA (Indiana and Michigan Municipal Distributors 

Association) annual meeting in Mishawaka, at which I&M delivered the 2017 Generation 

Rate True-Up numbers.  Also, Kevin, Rose, Becky, and Chad met with Wightman and a 

USDA rep to discuss potential funding for various water and sewer maintenance issues. 

 

Parts are on order to complete the Primary Clarifier and Cross-Collector rebuilds, with an 

anticipated of delivery in late fall. 

 



Jay Outzs, our F&V Project Manager, has accept another position.  F&V promises a seamless 

transition, assigning Keith Moss as the Interim Manager.  Keith’s experience includes 25-

years as Superintendent of Utilities for the city of Charlotte, MI, and 2-years as Operation 

Specialist at East Lansing.  He has been the F&V Project Manager for Berrien Springs, and 

has assisted us in the past.   Our own Lineman Adam Runnels has also accepted another post, 

with his last-day being June 22nd.  We wish him well, and have advertised for the opening. 

 

Beckwith Park Update   

Beckwith Park is progressing slower than anticipated due to weather, shoring-up the 

remaining sidewalks, and vacations.  However, the care and systematic approach will ensure 

safe removal and storage.  Weather permitting, we anticipate removal of the park sidewalk, 

gazebo, and leveling of the lot to take place next week. 

 

The relocation of “Stone Lion” and “Mount n View” will be handled by Kalleward Group of 

Kalamazoo.  Kellaward is also entrusted with setting sculptures for the City of Kalamazoo, 

Western University, and the Kalamazoo Institute of Art. We anticipate work to begin next 

week. 

 

Summer Activities 

Vickie Phillipson, of the 

Greater Dowagiac Chamber of 

Commerce, reports on a busy 

week as seasonal events begin 

downtown.  The Farm and 

Artisan Market opened to an 

eager crowd.  The Summer 

Concert Program kicked off the 

season in a new location.  The 

shaded lawn of the James E. 

Snow Professional Building 

was a perfect setting for the 

audience.  The canopy worked 

out so well, the entire SMC 

Brass Band fit under it!  It 

seems by the crowd size, no 

one had any problems finding the concert.   

 

 

    

   Sincerely, 

 

 

   City Manager 


